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MEHORARDUM FOR: Assistant Deputy Director for Intel-
ligence

+ Deputy Director for Intelligence

SUBJECT Security

e

1. The purpose of this memorandum is merely to
advize you abaout the status of the special Agency
Security Committee establighed several weeks age in
the aftermath of the Pentagon Papers and related
security concarns. The Commnittee's mission is to ad~
vise the Dirsctor of Sacurity so that he can repre-
sent Agency views and concerns in currant inter-Agency
conmmitteas voﬁkinz on new security approaches. The
birector of Security also felt the neead to comsult with
other Agency officers to ohtaln reactions to new initi-
atives that ha may wish to surface at a time when there
are interesting oross curreants involved in the saecurity
field~-on the one hand thexa is a desire to tighten up
and, on the other, to declassify and release.

2. You will recall that I was appointed the Intel-
ligence Directorate's representative on this Committee.

3. The Committee has been called into session on
thres or four occasions, all of thenm having to do with
current inter-agency work involved in the drafting of
& new Executive Order covering various security matters,
with emphasis on classification and declassification
oeriteria and procedures. The Committee is headed by an
Assistant Attorney Gemeral Rehnquist and has a great
deal of clout in that its work is being conducted with

support (and pressure) from the White House.
Thexre is an early deadline for completion of the new
Bxecutive Order. As the drafting has proceeded, we
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Agency officers have been assembled in the Offica of
Security to cosment on the Pirector of Security's pro-
posed reactions to tha state of the draft.

4. So far there have been ne pajor probleme but
there axre some interesting sidelights:

a&. There is fairly general agreement that the
Executive Order should call for the establishrent
of a super committee to meet periodically to
assess pragraess and evaluate performance. The
Chairman, it is generally agreed, will be desig-
nated by the President and will be a menber of
either the President’s Staff or at least of the
Exscutive Department. Intexrestingly, the White
House membiar of the Comaittee has been arguing
strongly (and largely alone) that such a Commit-
tee include not only rapresentatives of govern-
ment but ocutsiders as well,

b. Information related to "intelligence
sources amxl methods” is among categories not sub-~
ject to automatic downgrading, but there {3 a
body of opinion within the Committee that even
information of this kim! should be automatically
downgraded after 30 years from its origin. This
opinion is, of course, being contested,

©. FEventual implementation of the Executive
Order’s provisions will present some difficultias
to the Agescy, I think. Ameong other things, we
will have to be a bit merxe bureaucratic and
systesatic in determinipg just who is anthorized
to classify documents apd why. We may alsc have
to set up some kind of control procedures for
Secret levsl infermatios, scmewhat like those that
exist for Top Secret. Last bat by no means lsast
is that, while we are neot likely to have to down-
grade intelligence information automatically, we
will probahly have to set up sone kind of proce-
dure which will call for the review of material to
deternine whether or sot it can be declassified.
All of thesa, partieculagly the latter, will be
costly and somewhat difficult to do. Shortcuts nay
be found, but it seems glear that we are heading
towards some different dimensions.

E. H. KNOCHE
Deputy Dirveoctor of Current Intelligence
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